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A History of Halley’s 
 
The most famous comet in our 

cosmos must be Halley’s Comet, 

and yet its namesake, astronomer 

Edmond Halley, never even saw  

it. This is because it only appears 

every 76 years. Many should 

consider themselves lucky to see it once, or 

perhaps even twice, in their lifetimes, although seeing 

it has been known to cause as much concern as 

awe.  

On April 3, 1066, Halley’s Comet appeared in  

the sky over England. The “long-haired star” was 

presumed to be a bad omen, a sign of doomsday  

to come. Indeed, later that year, King Harold II of 

England was killed during the Battle of Hastings  

by the forces of William the Conqueror. The 

prophecy seemed fulfilled. This is considered the most 

famous appearance of Halley’s Comet and is even 

depicted on the Bayeux Tapestry, a tapestry detailing 

the Norman conquest of England. The comet 

streaks overhead while King Harold II and some 

Englishmen fearfully watch it pass.  

Halley’s Comet has made several appearances 

throughout human history, and the Battle of 

Hastings was not the only time it incited a world-

changing invasion. In the year 1222, Mongol ruler 

Ghengis Khan believed that Halley’s Comet was  

his own personal star. Seeing its westward arc 

across the sky led him to sweep westward from 

Mongolia and invade southeastern Europe.  

Not all stories of Halley’s Comet end in bloodshed. 
Some historians believe that the biblical Star  
of Bethlehem, followed by the Wise Men in  
the birth story of Jesus, was not a star at all  
but Halley’s Comet. The comet did make an 
appearance in the year 12 BC, after all. The 
comet’s appearance in 1301 also inspired artist Giotto 
di Bondone’s painting of the birth of Jesus. Halley’s 
Comet is clearly seen flying through the  
sky over Jesus’ manger in the depiction of the 
nativity. Halley’s Comet will not return again until 
2061, but we can be sure that its appearance may 
inspire not just awe but more stories of disaster. 
After all, the word disaster comes from  
the Latin dis-astra, meaning “against the stars.” 

 

 

The Ballad of John Parker 
On April 19, 1775, a farmer and mechanic named 
John Parker rallied his militia of  
farmers against a battalion of 700 British  
troops. The British were on the march to Concord, 
Massachusetts, in search of weapons  
and supplies hidden by the American colonists.  
As the “red coats” approached, Parker’s men  
stood their ground in Lexington, on the road to  
Concord. They were under Parker’s strict orders  
not to shoot. After all, the Revolutionary War had  
not started yet. Alas, a fateful shot was fired, the  
now-famous “shot heard round the world,” and  
the American War for Independence began.  
No one knows who fired first, but in that first 
skirmish, eight militiamen were killed and 10 
wounded. On the British side, only one was 
wounded. Today, a statue known as The 
Lexington Minuteman stands on the Lexington 
Battle Green. It represents John Parker and every 
other brave soldier who fought for American 
independence. 

 

Get Things Rolling 
On Monday, April 22, Americans will enjoy an 
annual Easter tradition by rolling Easter eggs  
on the South Lawn of the White House. The 
Easter egg roll is one of the White House’s oldest 
annual events. While informal egg-rolling parties 
may have been held at the White House as far 
back as Abraham Lincoln’s administration, it was 
Dolley Madison who first suggested a public egg 
roll, not at the White House but at the U.S Capitol in 
1872. Landscaping concerns led Congress to ban 
the practice in 1878, but legend has it that angry 
citizens stormed the White House gates and 
demanded that children be allowed to roll their 
eggs. President Rutherford B. Hayes had little 
choice but to open the South Lawn of the White 
House, and the event has taken place there ever 
since. The celebration has evolved over the years. 
Egg croquet was once popular, and John Phillip 
Sousa once played for the crowd. In 1933, 
Eleanor Roosevelt greeted rollers over a 
national radio broadcast, and  
in 1974, the egg-rolling race was initiated, with 
contestants using spoons from the White House 
kitchen. While the event has been canceled due to 
inclement weather or even in times of war, 
Americans may rest assured that come Easter 
Monday, eggs will roll at the White House. 
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Welcome to our Nurse Coordinator 

We wish to extend a warm welcome to Heather Ramussen 
our healthcare 
coordinator. Heather will 
be available to work with 
residents and their 
families to coordinate all 
their health care needs. 
When you see Heather in 
the building please take a 
moment to introduce 
yourself giving her the 
opportunity to put a face 
with a name. 

Heather is an RN who has 
served the geriatric 
community for 19 years in 
various roles.  Heather has 

worked in long term care, skilled care, home health care as 
well as nurse manager roles of MDS Coordinator and 
Director of nursing.  She is passionate about ensuring 
quality of care and dignity in the last years of life for both 
the individuals she serves as well as their loved ones.  
Heather is attuned in Reiki and has also studied energy and 
intuitive healing that has assisted her in fine tuning the art 
of nursing care in her career. 

Heather recently relocated to Dubuque from Boone Iowa 
and has 3 children, ages 24, 20 and 13.  Outside of work she 
loves to be out in nature hiking and staying active. 

Heather can be reached in her office or via email at 
nurse@prairieridgeofgalena.com. If you have questions and 
wish to schedule an appointment it is most helpful to check 
with the Concierge Desk to verify her availability. 
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Coming in April 
 

Lunch & Movie in DBQ 
April 1, 11:30 

Janet Lieb Music 
April 1, 3:00 

 
Salon Open 

April 3, 10, 17, 24, 9:00-12:00 
 

Dr. Farrell Healthy Eating 
April 3, 12:00-1:00 

 
Fish Fry Fundraiser for Galena Food Pantry 

April 5, 5:00-7:00 
Gardening with Lori 

April 5, 2:00 
Introduction to Meditation with Vicky 

April 6, 11:00 
 

Bell Ringing Badger Concert 
April 7, 2:00 

Lunch at Eagle Ridge 
April 8, 11:30 

Mark on Piano, April 11, 4:00 
 

Pampered & Polished 
April 12, 10:00 
Ron Lubbers 
April 12, 3:45 

 
Winter Market 

April 13, 9:00-12:00 Lunch/Vendor Open House 12:30 
 

Lunch at HyVee, then Shop 
April 15, 11:30 

Bob’s Harmonica 
April 17 

Circle of Friends 
April 18, 4:00 

 
Easter Brunch Prairie Ridge Residents & Families 

April 20, 11:00-1:00  
Lunch at Otto’s 
April 22, 11:30 

Residents’ Council Meeting April B-Day Party 
April 24, 2:30 

Elder Law Lecture 4:00 
 Lunch & Movie Private Dining Room 

April 25, 11:30 
3:30 Caring Transitions Lecture 

 
Lunch at Mario’s in DBQ 

April 29, 11:30 
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St Patrick’s Day provided plenty 
of fun with great food and music 
too! Residents are looking 
forward to a return engagement 
next year or perhaps before. 
 
 
 
 
 
April Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born April 1–19 are Rams  
of Aries. Like rams, Aries charge forward with 
courage, confidence, and enthusiasm. They 
embrace action, take risks, and will fight for 
their goals. Those born April 20–30 are Bulls  
of Taurus. Bulls are stable, reliable, patient, 
and determined. They will work hard and finish 
the job no matter what gets in their way, but  
they expect to be 
rewarded!  
 
We have only one 
resident with a 
birthday in April, Ruth 
Beegle! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents don’t forget! If you     
refer a friend and they make a 
deposit during the month of 

April you receive one month free 
rent! 

 

 
 

Our “Chatter Crafters” are moving 
right into Spring with the addition of 
their Spring decorations! 
 

Spring is coming! 

 

  

Puul Sodeika 
 

Prairie Ridge resident Paul Sodeika passed 
away peacefully at his home on Saturday, 
March 16, 2019. Although our hearts grieve, 
we are grateful his suffering was short lived. 
We are comforted in knowing that Paul is now 
with all his family who preceded him in death. 
A formal memorial and luncheon will be held 
Friday, March 29, 2019 at the Lithuanian 
World Center facility and church located in 
Lemont, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. Family 
and friends visitation will begin at 9:00 am and 
lasts until 10:30 am. Mass to follow at the  

 
Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis Lithuanian  

Catholic Mission 
14911 East 127th St. Lemont, IL 60439 

Luncheon to follow 
 

Due to the Lenten season, no floral 
arrangements can be displayed in the church. 
We ask anyone wishing to donate direct your 
contributions to The Hospice of Dubuque. A 
link for donations is provided on their website 
www.hospiceofdubuque.org  
 
Our family wishes to extend a heart felt thank 
you to all the residents and staff of Prairie 
Ridge. We also appreciate the kindness, 
generosity support and friendship that you 
have offered our parents. Bless you all. 
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